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behind the cover

]Julia Morgan-Scott 
(B.A. ’84), scientific 

illustrator for the 
Department of 

Biology, Geology & 
Environmental Science, 
sketches in her studio. 

Scott has been a 
scientific illustrator at 

UTC since 1995.

our vision
The College of Arts 
and Sciences’ enduring 
vision is to transform 
lives through a modern 
liberal arts and sciences 
education. 

our mission
Provide an environment for intellectual curiosity and a 
foundation for life-long learning, thinking, reflection and 
growth. Equip students with transferable skills that are 
needed to adapt and succeed in a rapidly evolving world. 
Advance cultural and intellectual diversity, new knowledge 
through research and creative activities, and integrated 
service as a part of personal and social responsibility.

our values
Our values are collaboration, inclusion, creativity and 
innovation. The College of Arts and Sciences embraces 
cultural and intellectual diversity, practices innovative 
teaching and mentorship, provides a foundational 
education that leads to a life enriched by continuous 
learning, scholarly research and creative expression, 
and engagement with the Chattanooga community. 
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Message 
Dean
from the

The faculty and staff of the College of Arts 
& Sciences at The University of Tennessee at 

Chattanooga are committed to students—to their 
education, to their personal growth, and to their 

success in preparing for careers and life.

Small classes, careful advising, and personal attention 
make our commitment work for students majoring 

in the fine arts, the humanities, the sciences, and 
behavioral sciences, and for students preparing for 

professional study through a liberal education.

UTC offers its undergraduates a special advantage: 
the benefits of a traditional campus atmosphere in 

combination with the opportunities only a major 
state university can provide. Graduate students have 

opportunities to engage in research and work with 
practitioners in a metropolitan environment.

Approximately 270 College of Arts & Sciences 
faculty hold the terminal degree in their fields. These 
faculty have major responsibilities for undergraduate 

instruction. Professors with national and 
international reputations routinely teach freshmen 

and sophomores, often in small classes.

Students have the opportunity to work with faculty 
on undergraduate and graduate research projects. 
Internships, practica, and cooperative education 

opportunities give students “hands-on” professional 
experiences that enhance résumés prior to applying to 

a graduate program or entering the job market.

J.  Scott (Jeff) Elwell, Dean
College of Arts and Sciences

The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
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WHAT IS A 
LIBERAL ARTS 

AND SCIENCES 
EDUCATION?

Liberal education is the simple idea 
of a broad and well-rounded course 

of study in the humanities, social 
sciences, natural sciences, and the 

arts. Education in the liberal arts 
and sciences provides skill sets for 
people to learn, adapt, and thrive.1

3 “Arts Foster Scientific Success: Avocations of Nobel, National Academy, Royal Society, and Sigma Xi Members,” Dr. Robert Root-Bernstein et al., 2008 

80% OF NOBEL LAUREATES IN SCIENTIFIC FIELDS ATTRIBUTE THEIR 
INNOVATIVE ABILITY TO THE ARTS TRAINING THEY RECEIVED IN COLLEGE.3

A LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES EDUCATION PROVIDES 
STUDENTS WITH SKILLS NECESSARY TO SUCCEED2, SUCH AS

CRITICAL & 
CREATIVE 
THINKING

WRITTEN & 
SPOKEN 

COMMUNICATION

TEAMWORK 
& PROBLEM 

SOLVING

CIVIC KNOWLEDGE & ENGAGEMENT, 
AND INTERCULTURAL KNOWLEDGE 

AND COMPETENCE

2 “Essential Learning Outcomes,” Association of American Colleges & Universities
1 “Liberal Arts & Sciences FAQs,” Council of Colleges of Arts & Sciences, Dr. Matthew C. Moen
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3 “Arts Foster Scientific Success: Avocations of Nobel, National Academy, Royal Society, and Sigma Xi Members,” Dr. Robert Root-Bernstein et al., 2008 
2 “Essential Learning Outcomes,” Association of American Colleges & Universities
1 “Liberal Arts & Sciences FAQs,” Council of Colleges of Arts & Sciences, Dr. Matthew C. Moen
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W
hen UC Foundation 
Assistant Professor of 
Biology Dr. Hope Klug 
saw a 703 area code on 

her caller ID one day last November, 
she eagerly picked up the phone, 
anticipating that she was about to get 
some very good news. And in fact, the 
caller informed her that the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) had chosen 
her to receive a coveted NSF CAREER 
award, which provides $655,000 to 
support her research over the next five 
years.

Dr. Klug’s project, “Revisiting the 
operation of mate acquisition,” explores 
how factors such as competition for 
resources, an animal’s “life history,” 
and even plain old luck can affect how 
members of a species select their mates. 
“It’s very important to understand how 
animals mate,” she notes, “because 
if we understand how they mate, we 

understand how they reproduce, and 
that informs us whether populations of 
species are likely to persist.”

The caller that happy day in November 
was George Gilchrist, program director 
in the NSF Division of Environmental 
Biology, who explained Dr. Klug’s 
research will significantly advance 
knowledge in the field.  “A diversity of 
ecological factors, including competition 
for resources, patterns of sex-specific 
maturation and survival, and chance 
events influence the pool of potential 
mates and, therefore, the behaviors used 
in courtship; however, little research has 
been directed at understanding these 
connections between ecology and the 
evolution of mate acquisition. Dr. Klug is 
pursuing a novel combination of theory 
development and experimental work to 
fill in the gaps in our understanding of 
these questions,” he said.

The CAREER program, according 

to the NSF, “offers the most prestigious 
awards in support of junior faculty 
who exemplify the role of teacher-
scholars through outstanding research, 
excellent education and the integration 
of education and research within 
the context of the mission of their 
organizations.” 

“This award is reflective of what’s 
going on at UTC now,” says Dr. Klug; 
“We have a lot of really strong faculty 
that are both engaging in active research 
and teaching, and they are integrating 
the two.”

And UTC students are up to the 
challenge, she adds. When she arrived 
at UTC in 2011 following a postdoctoral 
fellowship at Yale, she was happy to find 
students as capable of high level research 
as those at larger universities where she 
studied and taught. “When you leave a 
very well funded private institution like 
Yale and come to a state school,” she 

Beth Ellen Roberts

Dr. Hope Klug retrieving samples

[ A R T S  &  S C I E N C E S ]
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says, “you don’t know what to expect, 
but I’ve been incredibly impressed with 
the quality of students we have at UTC.”

Several of her graduate students, 
including Sarah Farnsley, now an adjunct 
lecturer at UTC, and Elijah Reyes, in 
his first year of graduate studies, say that 
they enrolled in graduate school at UTC 
specifically to work with Dr. Klug. The 
NSF CAREER award will allow her to 
offer students even greater opportunities 
to conduct research, to collaborate with 
nationally and internationally known 
scientists in the field of evolutionary 
ecology, and to publish their findings.

Over the course of the project, 
approximately 25 undergraduates and 
three graduate students will assist Dr. 
Klug to create mathematical models 
of mate acquisition and parental care, 
and then they will conduct experiments 
to verify the accuracy of the models. 
Modeling the behavior is difficult 
because of the number of factors 
involved. When a fish looks for a hook-

Dr. Klug and UTC graduate student Elijah Reyes in field

[ A R T S  &  S C I E N C E S ]

up, for example, is she searching for a 
mate that will pass on good genes and 
then leave, or does she want one who 
will look after the babies? Will there 
be 10 babies or 10,000? Does she have 
many years to produce offspring, or does 
she have just one shot? And are there 
really plenty of fish in the sea, or are 
good mates hard to find?

Now, Klug says, faster computers 
make it possible to create predictive 
models based on biologically realistic 
scenarios that explore interactions 
between a wide range of such factors, 
and more accessible software programs 
such as Matlab and Mathematica allow 
students to help. Over the next few 
years, she and her students will work on 
the models at UTC first, and then they 
will travel to collaborate with professors 
at Oxford, UC Santa Cruz, and the 
University of Zurich.

Once the models have been 
completed, Dr. Klug and several of 
her students will travel to Tvärminne 

Zoological Station, a highly regarded 
environmental research center on 
the coast of Finland, where they will 
test their predictions by studying an 
unassuming little fish called the sand 
goby that lives in the Baltic Sea.

Male sand gobies compete intensely 
to attract females by building nests 
made of a shell or rock that they cover 
with sand in order to hide them from 
predators. Once the female lays her 
eggs, she swims off to rest and rebuild 
her strength before mating again. In her 
absence, the male guards the nest and 
fans water over the thousands of eggs 
to provide oxygen. By creating a variety 
of conditions in large outdoor tanks, 
with different types of nesting materials 
and different ratios of male to female 
gobies, the team will examine their 
understanding of what factors really 
lead the sand goby to select one mate 
over another.

In addition to creating opportunities 
for UTC students, the project also 

]“This grant is a really 
exciting opportunity 

to address one of the 
most fundamental 

questions in biology: 
how do animals get 

mates and why do 
some individuals get 

more or better mates 
than others?”

—Dr. Hope Klug
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includes work with high school students 
in UTC’s GEAR UP program. For the 
past few years, Dr. Klug and her students 
have offered GEAR UP participants the 
opportunity to participate in science 
activities such as dissecting sharks 
and simulating firefly mating patterns 
using flashlights. The NSF funding 
will allow them to develop bigger and 
better interactive programs for those 
students, as well as providing training 
and teaching materials for at least 20 
local high school teachers.

“Giving K-12 students and 
undergrads the opportunity to do 
hands-on science early on is really 
important,” she adds. “The thing that 
really got me interested in biology was 
attending a marine biology camp for 
girls at the University of South Florida 
the summer after my eighth grade year. 
That was really the first time that I 
realized that I could be a scientist and 
that being a scientist is fun!” ○

[ A R T S  &  S C I E N C E S ]

UTC graduate student Elijah Reyes ]“The thing that 
really got me 
interested in biology 
was attending a 
marine biology 
camp for girls at the 
University of South 
Florida the summer 
after my eighth 
grade year. That was 
really the first time 
that I realized that I 
could be a scientist 
and that being a 
scientist is fun!”

—Dr. Hope Klug

High school students participating in UTC’s GEAR UP program
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Sapelo Island’s rich history 
makes it a playground for 
archaeological research—from 
Native American inhabitants 

to its history as a plantation. After the 
Civil War, newly freed slaves made the 
Georgia island their home and created 
the Geechee community. A small group 
of their descendants still live on the 
island today.

It was this particular time in 
history that Dr. Nick Honerkamp, UC 
Foundation professor of anthropology, 
and his students with the Jeffrey L. 
Brown Institute of Archaeology set their 
sights on. This year’s project focused on 
identifying the remains of plantation 
slaves’ living quarters. Honerkamp 
led similar projects on Ossabaw and 
St. Simons Islands to locate Gullah-
Geechee living quarters on barrier island 
plantations dating from early 1800’s to 
the Civil War.

“Little was written about plantation 
slaves, which leaves archaeology to fill 
in some of the documentary gaps. I’m 
especially interested in discovering wood 
frame cabin locations. Once abandoned 
or burned, such structures leave behind 
very little  in the way of artifacts or 
foundation elements, and they are often 
overlooked by archaeologists because 
they’re so hard to find,” Honerkamp 
explained.

“African slaves literally built the 
Southern plantations, and their lives 
need to be documented, starting with 
where and under what conditions they 
lived.”

The group worked with Geechee 
residents of Sapelo, including the 
community’s matriarch, Cornelia Bailey, 
as well as the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources, the Sapelo Island 
National Estuarine Research Reserve, 
and the Georgia State Archaeologist to 
discover two (possibly three) slave cabins.

Dr. Pamela Ashmore, department 
head and professor of biological 
anthropology, explained that the island 
is only reachable by ferry, so the field 
truck had to be brought over by barge. 
Students are gaining valuable field 
experience and learning how to handle 
the artifacts they discover in the lab too.

“Students are learning how to survey, 
excavate, and process and analyze 
archaeological materials in the lab,” 
Ashmore said.

Honerkamp has led field stations at 
locations throughout the Chattanooga 
area and barrier islands off the 
southeastern coast, but he points to his 
previous work on Sapelo (2010) as his 
“most gratifying memory.” That year, he 
led students on a project of identifying 
unmarked Geechee graves in Behavior 
Cemetery on Sapelo Island.

“We used ground penetrating radar 
to find the ‘missing’ graves, and this 
information was used by the local 
community to avoid disturbing the 
burials. We worked closely with the 
local community on this project, and 
we created a web page with a searchable 
database that documented all the extant 
gravestones, including the location of 
each grave marker, information about 
the deceased, and a color photograph of 
each stone,” Honerkamp said. 

To visit the website and check out 
the findings, visit geoportal.utc.edu/
bcemetery/Behavior%20Cemetery/. ○

UNCOVERING THE PAST ON 
SAPELO ISLAND

Sarah Hedrick

The archaeology field crew at Sapelo Island

Archaelogy students in the field.
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them that someone might need or want 
to create art in a different way.”

Thirteen years ago, Wigal received 
a grant from the State of Tennessee 
Department of Education, Special 
Education Division to create tools 
that would accommodate children 
with disabilities. After the grant ran 
out, Wigal was approached by Molly 
Littleton, a volunteer at the HART 
Gallery, a local not-for-profit entity that 
offers homeless and other nontraditional 
artists an opportunity to create and sell 
their artwork. Littleton asked Wigal to 
consider the needs of individuals such as 
those using the resources of the Gallery.  

Wigal met with the HART Gallery 
owner and Littleton. “They shared 
that they were working with veterans, 
and a number of the veterans have 

disabilities. They were having some 
difficulties using the art tools that are 
traditionally available, so I said, ‘Maybe 
we can help,’ and that’s how it started,” 
she said.  

She then teamed up with Vogel, and 
they applied for the UTC Engaged Grant 
in order to fund the project.  Wigal 
collected requests for art tools specifically 
tailored for individual clients from the 
HART Gallery, Open Arms Care, Signal 
Centers, and children at Hamilton 
County and other local schools.

“I sent out a project proposal request 
asking the customers to define the 
problem, describe the client, define 
what the device needs to do functionally, 
the objectives that needed to be met and 
any constraints,” she said. After sifting 
through the requests to find the needs 

Imagine a painter at work. Paintbrush 
in hand, carefully placing each brush 
stroke in order to complete the 
artwork. Now, imagine if that painter 

did not have use of his or her arms; how 
could the artwork ever be completed?

Christina Vogel, assistant professor 
of painting and drawing, and Dr. Cecelia 
Wigal, UC Foundation professor of 
engineering, asked their students that 
question in preparation for the ART for 
ALL project, an initiative that combined 
the knowledge and talents of both 
engineering and art students to create 
art tools that could be used by those 
with disabilities.

“I think when most people think 
about making art, they think about 
holding a crayon or a paintbrush or a 
pencil,” said Vogel. “It doesn’t occur to 

Betty Young from Open Arms Care displays 
her painting created with the splattapult

THEARTFOR 
ALL

P R O J E C T

Betty Young’s painting
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that could be met in the seven-week time 
frame the students had to complete the 
projects, Wigal and Vogel went to work.

First, they discussed the intent of 
ART for ALL with the students from 
Vogel’s figure drawing class and Wigal’s 
engineering class. Then, the professors 
swapped classes.

“Essentially, I introduced my figure 
drawing students and the engineering 
students to artists who deliberately 
challenged their art-making practice 
in some way—artists who think about 
working with constraints as a way to go 
beyond conventional ways of making 
art,” said Vogel. “Anything can be an art 
tool and art might not look like what 
you expect. I asked my students, given 
the needs of our clients, how would you 
use your body in a new way to solve the 
problem? Artists often use their bodies 
as an extension of their art tool, and in 
some of these cases, their body becomes 
the tool itself.”

In turn, Wigal walked through a 
design-thinking exercise in the figure 
drawing class to teach the students how 
engineers might look at the problem. 
After the two classes thought about 
the project and came up with ideas on 
their own, they came together to work 
through their ideas.

“The students had to come up with 
a design that met all of the criteria,” 
said Wigal, “and, the criteria is not 
always well defined, so [the engineering 
students] also had to meet with the 
individual clients to see for themselves 
what the limitations were and what 
exactly the client wanted.”

The figure drawing students taught 
the engineering students the functions of 
various existing art tools and presented 
ideas on how to accommodate the clients 
while maintaining the functionality of 
the tool.

“Drawing requires empathy. In figure 
drawing, when you’re drawing models, 
you have to look at the way they carry 
their bodies, the way they move and 
stand and replicate that. [This project] 
required these students to rethink how 
to use their own bodies when they create 

A client using the art stamper tool to 
draw with chalk. The art stamper tool 
enables people who are confined to 

walkers or wheelchairs to draw or paint 
on a ground-level surface.

]
Client’s creation

Initial testing of art mouth toolArt mouth prototype from figure drawing student Ashley Smith

“I think when most 
people think about 

making art, they 
think about holding a 
crayon or a paintbrush 
or a pencil. It doesn’t 

occur to them that 
someone might need 
or want to create art 
in a different way.”
—Christina Vogel
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art-how to hold their art-making tools 
and move their bodies in a new way to 
serve the specific needs of our clients,” 
said Vogel.

The students developed four art tools 
for the clients: the splattapult, which 
splatters paint onto a surface using a 
catapult;  the art mouth tool, which 
enables a person who does not have use 
of his or her arms to comfortably hold 
a paintbrush in their mouths to paint; 
the arm paint roller tool, which can be 
used by a person who does not have use 
of his or her hands to use the arms or 
body to control a paint roller and other 
tools; and the art stamper, which can be 
used by a person who is confined to a 
walker or wheelchair to stamp images 
onto paper on the ground or draw with 
sidewalk chalk.

ART for ALL not only allowed the 
students to use their knowledge and 
strenghts in a real-world application, 
but also taught them that working with 
people from different fields of study is 
often necessary to be successful. 

“For artists, collaboration is often 
a part of our process. I think [working 
with others] is an essential skill for any 
kind of professional life, and certainly in 
the case of visual arts,” said Vogel. 

“The collaboration with the art 
students increases the design space for 
the engineers. This is the first time 
that the freshman students have had 
the opportunity to work with non-
engineering students to complete a 
project. They are seeing the benefit of 
having those who may solve problems 
differently, or those who have had 
different experiences, help to develop 
solutions. This experience gets them 
working with those who are not 
engineers—something that will occur in 
their future,” said Wigal. 

The UTC Art Department hosted 
an exhibition at the Apothecary Gallery 
featuring student working drawings and 
renderings of the design process for 
the ART for ALL project. The clients 
showcased the artwork they created 
using the tools during the exhibition. ○

Pictured top, student demonstrates 
completed arm paint roller tool. 
Pictured below, figure drawing 

students test art mouth prototype 
to experience working without the 

use of their hands.

]“[This project] 
required these 
students to 
rethink how to 
use their own 
bodies when they 
create art...”

—Christina Vogel
From left, UTC figure drawing student Lori 
McNabb, Professor Christina Vogel and Dr. 

Cecelia Wigal at the ART for ALL exhibition
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G
iven the rapid rate of change in 
the way society communicates, 
it is essential that the students 
in the UTC Department of 

Communication have access to the most 
advanced software and systems available. 
The students must be prepared and 
well-equipped to be successful in the 
workplace, on par with or exceeding 
their peers at other institutions.

Last fall, UTC identified the need to 
completely upgrade the computers and 
related technology in the communication 
department skills lab in order to fulfill 
that responsibility to the students 
who rely on that workspace to learn. 
Volkswagen Chattanooga agreed to help.

Volkswagen Chattanooga   donated 
$25,000 to refit the lab with new 
computers and technology. The lab was 
renamed the Volkswagen Chattanooga 
Communication Skills Lab  to 
commemorate their contribution and 
express UTC’s gratitude for their 
partnership. Communication faculty 
and students gathered in the lab for the 
official dedication to VW.

Chancellor Steven Angle and Dean 
Elwell thanked Scott Wilson ’91, head 
of communications for Volkswagen 
Chattanooga, for the company’s 
generous contribution to the University 
and the department. 

“The students here today will 
graduate better prepared to engage the 
communities of Tennessee and the 
world beyond due to the knowledge and 
training they will receive in this lab. This 
gift has, and will continue, to directly 
and fundamentally increase the quality 
of the educational experience we provide 
our students. For that, we are truly 
grateful,” said Chancellor Angle.

The cumulative  donations of all 
Volkswagen corporate entities for 
the University of Tennessee system 
equates to over two million dollars. The 
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 
values its continued partnership with 
Volkswagen Chattanooga to better 
engage students, inspire change, and 
enrich the surrounding communities. ○

UTC Department of Communication faculty and students, Chancellor Steven Angle, 
Volkswagen Chattanooga Head of Communication Scott Wilson ’91, and Dean Jeff Elwell

Volkswagen Chattanooga Head of 
Communication Scott Wilson ’91 

addresses UTC faculty and students 
at the dedication ceremony.

UTC students testing out the new 
technology donated by Volkswagen 

Chattanooga in the lab.

COMMUNICATION SKILLS LAB MAKEOVER 
COURTESY OF VW CHATTANOOGA
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T
his year, students in the College 
of Arts and Sciences (CAS) 
have been able to get their 
hands dirty while putting down 

roots in the community—literally!
The UTC Teaching & Learning 

Garden began in spring of 2016, taking 
students out to learn about raising food 
in an urban environment. In total this 
year, the Garden was able to raise 2,100 
pounds of produce that was donated to 
the Chattanooga Community Kitchen.

“And that’s pesticide-free during an 
extremely difficult summer without rain. 
The students are learning more than 
they could have imagined. More than 
any of us could’ve imagined,” said Dr. 
Joe Wilferth, UC Foundation professor 
and associate dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences.

The last harvest of the year, 
approximately 400 pounds of produce, 
was delivered to the Community 
Kitchen in time for Thanksgiving.

“They had quite a Thanksgiving 
feast!” Wilferth said.

The Teaching & Learning Garden 
is more than just a community garden, 
however. The Garden is a hands-on 
learning space that addresses topics 
that UTC students care about, like 
sustainability, gardening, local food 
economies, health, and food production.

Dr. Jose Barbosa, associate professor 
of biology, geology, and environmental 
science in the College of Arts and 
Sciences, is the primary faculty sponsor 
for the project, providing oversight 
and planning of the space. Most 
of the students who worked in the 

Dr. Jose Barbosa, associate professor of biology, geology, and environmental 
science, loads produce to take to the Chattanooga Community Kitchen

garden earned class credit in Barbosa’s 
Urban Gardening classes. However, 
students outside of Barbosa’s class also 
volunteered.

“The garden is open for academic 
use to faculty and students all across 
CAS. In the future, faculty are invited 
to approach Dr. Barbosa or me if they 
wish to integrate the garden into their 
coursework,” said Wilferth.

Wilferth looks forward to the 
opportunities for interdisciplinary and 
multidisciplinary work the Teaching 
& Learning Garden can provide, both 
within the College of Arts and Sciences 
and across the campus. Approximately 
125 students in art, biology, English, 
environmental science, political science, 
and sociology participated in the project 
since spring.

]“We’re doing 
something 

exciting here. 
We’re literally 

growing!”
—Dr. Joe Wilferth
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Cheryl Toomey

“The garden may be used by specific 
courses across the CAS as it exemplifies 
experiential and hands-on learning. 
It could be expanded in the future 
to include courses and experiential 
learning opportunities in other colleges 
on our campus—such as courses in other 
colleges that focus on food production, 
nutrition, health and wellness, 
environmental literature, as well as 
the socio-political and socioeconomic 
factors involved in food production and 
food quality,” Wilferth said.

The garden is located behind the 
outfield wall of Engel Stadium. In  
March of 2016, members of the facilities 
staff donated their time and resources 
to clearing the land, which wasn’t 
previously in use, for the garden. 

“This is an ideal space because of its 

proximity to campus. The shuttle service 
can take students to and from the 
garden. Class meetings wherein students 
visit/work in the garden will not require 
additional time, nor will the students’ 
academic schedules be interrupted,” 
Wilferth said.

This past year, all of the produce 
to come out of the garden went to the 
Chattanooga Community Kitchen, but 
in future years some of the food may 
also end up in food services.

“In the future, we are considering 
ways to have something like a farmers 
market on campus where the proceeds 
might go to support student travel and 
undergraduate and graduate student 
research,” explained Wilferth. The 
Chattanooga Community Kitchen will 
still receive at least a third of the harvest.

The Environmental Task Force, 
which oversees the “Green Fee” funds, 
supported half of the garden’s costs in 
2016, and other offices and departments 
on campus offered resources to eleviate 
some of the initial financing.

“The first year, of course, was the 
most expensive year simply because we 
had to get the garden going. We had to 
purchase tools, a storage facility, and 
more,” said Wilferth. “Other offices 
around campus committed funds, too. 
Significant support came from both the 
Office of Undergraduate Research and 
Creative Activity and from the Vice 
Chancellor for Research and Dean of 
the Graduate School. In the end, this 
is a relatively cheap project that has had 
a big impact. We’re doing something 
exciting here. We’re literally growing!” ○
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3 “Innovation Imperative: Enhancing Higher Education Outcomes,” Northeastern University/FTI Consulting, Aug. 16-28, 2013
2 “It Takes More Than a Major,” AAC&U/Hart Research Associates, Jan. 9-13, 2013
1 “CCAS Statement on Liberal Education,” Council of Colleges of Arts & Sciences, 2009
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WHY CHOOSE 
AN ARTS & 
SCIENCES 
EDUCATION?
In today’s global society, a liberal 
education is more important than 
ever. Broad training in critical 
reasoning, oral and written 
communication, and quantitative 
literacy gives students the flexible 
skills needed to adapt to and even 
create jobs.1

80%
of employers 

say all students 
should acquire 

broad knowledge 
in the arts and 

sciences.2

3 in 4Almost     business leaders 
believe that being well rounded is more 
important than industry-specific skills.3

3 “Innovation Imperative: Enhancing Higher Education Outcomes,” Northeastern University/FTI Consulting, Aug. 16-28, 2013
2 “It Takes More Than a Major,” AAC&U/Hart Research Associates, Jan. 9-13, 2013
1 “CCAS Statement on Liberal Education,” Council of Colleges of Arts & Sciences, 2009
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Nicole Brown was recently 
awarded for her outstanding 
achievements in public 
service as the recipient of the 

2017 University of Tennessee Alumni 
Association (UTAA) Public Service 
Award. Only one recipient is chosen 
from each of the five University of 
Tennessee system schools. 

“I love engaging with others who are 
committed to building our community. 
I am thrilled to receive the UTAA Public 
Service Award!” said Brown.

Brown’s service to the community 
includes Chattanooga Chamber of 
Commerce Downtown board as the 
VP of Education; Partnership for 
Families, Children and Adults, Inc. 
board secretary; Mayor Berke’s Council 
for Women; Chattanooga Women’s 
Leadership Institute board of directors, 
and many more. She was honored as 
one of the top ten 2016 Chattanooga 
Women of Distinction, an award that 
goes to women who stand out in their 
careers and communities.

Brown is a faculty member and 
academic advisor in the Department of 
Communication. She developed UTC’s 
student-managed online radio station, 
The Perch, and serves as its faculty 
advisor. She received her master’s degree 
in public administration from UTC. ○

NICOLE BROWN 
RECEIVES UTAA

PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD

UTC MOCK TRIAL ADVANCES 
TO THE AMTA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP FOR THE 

FIRST TIME

The UTC Mock Trial Blue 
Team participated in the 
2017 American Mock Trial 
Association (AMTA) National 

Championship for the first time.
UTC competed against universities 

like Vanderbilt, Notre Dame and 
Samford, placing in the top  six schools 
in the Opening Round Championship 
Series (ORCS) in Hamilton, Ohio. 

Out of the 650 total schools that 
competed across the nation, UTC is one 
of 48 that was chosen to proceed to the 
national competition in Los Angeles. 

Zeke Starr, president of UTC Mock 
Trial, won a Best Attorney award at 
ORCS. Local attorney Mike Giglio 
coaches the team. ○

Nicole Brown

UTC Mock Trial Blue Team
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Ruth S. Holmberg Professor 
of American Music, UC 
Foundation Professor and 
accomplished composer Dr. 

Jonathan B. McNair organized “O 
King,” a tribute to Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. in March. 

“I wanted to have some kind of a 
program that would focus on social 
justice issues,” said McNair in an 
interview with WUTC’s Michael 
Miller.  “I had become very much 
aware of the ways in which we have not 
implemented the 14th amendment to 
the constitution in our country which 

guarantees equal rights under the law 
for all citizens, and that really became 
troublesome to me, and I wanted to 
find an artistic response.”

The event celebrated the life and 
legacy of Dr. King with several musical 
performances ranging from gospel and 
spirituals to jazz and classical music 
by African American composers, with 
performers from across campus and 
the community. 

Musical selections included “Lift 
Every Voice,” and two spirituals arranged 
by Roland Carter, professor emeritus; 
“Precious Lord” by Thomas A. Dorsey; 

“Come Sunday” by Duke Ellington; 
“Fight On” by Kevin Davidson; 
“Romance” for alto saxophone and 
piano by William Grant Still; “Troubled 
Water” by Margaret Bonds; and 
“Postscript to Human Decency” and 
“All a-Cryin’” by McNair, composed in 
response to issues of social justice. 

McNair’s orchestral, choral, chamber 
and solo pieces have been presented 
in many concert series, festivals, and 
conferences across the nation. His 
work was also featured in a nationally 
broadcasted TEDx talk hosted by UTC 
in 2016. ○

Dr. Jonathan B. McNair

]

“I wanted to have some 
kind of a program that 
would focus on social 
justice issues.”

—Dr. Jonathan McNair
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[ P E O P L E ] Oliver Messiaen and his quartet at the WWII POW camp.

“The Purple Lady”
SONIA YOUNG

2017 RUTH HOLMBERG 
ARTS LEADERSHIP 
AWARD RECIPIENT

Sonia Young, better known in 
town as “The Purple Lady,” 
was honored in March as the 
recipient of the 2017 Ruth 

Holmberg Arts Leadership Award for 
her lifelong commitment to the advocacy 
and preservation of the fine arts in the 
Chattanooga region. 

To Young, receiving the Holmberg 
Arts Leadership Award is more 
meaningful than most. Ruth Holmberg 
herself was Young’s inspiration and 
mentor since 1958.

“I am honored and proud to follow 
in her path,” said Young. “This [award] 
is the most touching thing.”

Young is an adjunct professor in the 
theater and speech program at UTC, 
and has worked on campus for 29 years. 
“[My time at UTC is] one of the best 
parts of my life,” she said. Young strives 
to leave a piece of her passion for the 
arts in every student she teaches.

“I always tell people that ‘educator’ 
is my most important description,” she 
notes. Every time she goes out,  she 

meets students she has taught at UTC. 
“I see myself all over town in each of my 
students and that is why educating is so 
important to me. Kids don’t have access 
to the arts today the way we did. I want 
them to have it,” said Young. 

Not only does Young strive to 
instill a love for the arts in her 
students, but she also works tirelessly 
to ensure the preservation of the arts 
in Chattanooga. She serves on the 
Chattanooga Ballet and Chattanooga 
Theatre Centre boards, and volunteers 
with the Chattanooga Symphony and 
Opera, ArtsBuild, Chattanooga Opera 
Association, and many other local 
nonprofit organizations. 

Even with all her charitable work, 
Young is most proud of “Purple 
Princess,” a youth theater production she 
wrote and directed in the 1980s that led 
to the establishment of the Chattanooga 
Theatre Centre’s Youth Theatre.

Young’s accomplishments and 
volunteer efforts echo her passion for 
the arts. “To me, the arts are the very 

essence of life. They’re the icing on 
the cake—and I don’t eat plain cake,” 
she laughs. “It’s up to all of us and to 
our children to keep the arts alive and 
flourishing in this community.”

Young most certainly left lasting 
impressions on her students and those 
who work to preserve Chattanooga’s 
fine arts community. Her dedication to 
such an important endeavor is greatly 
appreciated by all. 

Andrew Clark, one of Young’s dearest 
friends, created a scholarship at UTC in 
honor of Young and her life’s work. 

“I hope that this planned gift can 
help foster and cultivate within students 
an appreciation for the theatrical arts 
while honoring Sonia’s immeasurable 
contributions to the arts in our 
hometown,” said Clark. 

Anyone that wishes can contribute to 
the fund. If you would like to make a 
donation, contact Paul Clark, executive 
director of regional and planned giving 
for UTC, at (423) 425-4042 or 
paul-clark@utc.edu. ○

]“To me, the arts are the 
very essence of life. 

They’re the icing on the 
cake — and I don’t eat 

plain cake.”
—Sonia Young

Sonia Young
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Joseph Jordan, assistant professor 
of English, was awarded the 
2017 University of Tennessee 
Alumni Association (UTAA) 

Outstanding Teacher Award, an honor 
he calls “humbling.” 

“One of the reasons I love UTC 
is that it’s such a teaching-centered 
university. I’m surrounded by dedicated 
teachers here. Most of us, I think, walk 
around consumed by how we’re not 
doing enough for our students. So this 
kind of validation means a lot (even if 
it only allays that anxiety for a week or 
two),” says Dr. Jordan.

Jordan treats his classes like a 
conversation, communicating with 
and listening to his students and their 
opinions. His primary goal is to get 
his students to think about the works 
they are studying together through 
an analytical lens. His hope is that his 
students walk away from his classes with 

an appreciation for classic literature, 
and with an understanding of how to be 
open minded to the ideas and opinions 
of others. 

“I love engaging in argument, real 
argument, with students. I try to get 
them to see that ‘argument’ needn’t 
have a negative connotation. There 
was a recent controversy over whether 
teachers should tell their students ‘what 
to think’ or ‘how to think.’ I definitely 
tell them what to think about, but I 
don’t necessarily expect or want them 
to agree with me on every subject. I can 
change their minds; they can change 
mine. It’s good to be intellectually 
flexible,” he said.

Jordan has been with UTC for two 
years. He received his undergraduate 
degree from Princeton University, 
and he received his Ph.D. from the 
University of California, Berkeley. ○

For Dr. Nikolasa Tejero, 
associate professor of music 
theory and applied clarinet, 
being an artist is more than 

playing an instrument. To her, being 
an artist means being responsible for 
helping to instill the love for the arts 
in other people in every way. That’s 
why Tejero created “Symphonic Tales,” 
a program that promotes literacy and 
music in young children by combining 
the two arts. 

“Once a month, we put together 
a program that involves a relatively 
short piece that is coupled with a book 
that covers the same theme, and we 
bring the story to life through music!” 
said Dr. Tejero. The stories are acted 
out, pantomimed, or narrated like a 
mini-play just for children. “After the 
program, the library provides other 
activities and crafts to round out the 
experience and really encourage the 
kids to embrace these artistic cultural 
experiences as a part of normal life,” said 
Tejero. Each production is presented 
in the Children’s Department of the 
Chattanooga Public Library’s downtown 

branch. The program is free and open to 
the public. 

Tejero developed “Symphonic Tales” 
as a way to help bring the arts to the 
community and children. “The arts are 
not as readily available to children as 
they once were, and I want to do what I 
can to fix that,” she said. 

“Symphonic Tales” was started three 
years ago, and this year was awarded a 
one-time grant to expand the program 
outside of the library. “With this grant, 
we have been able to take the ‘Symphonic 
Tales’ program to three different early 
child care centers in under-served parts 
of the community. We are able to bring 
the arts to these kids in a highly engaging 
way.” The day before the monthly show, 
Tejero and her team travel to each of the 
centers to bring the programs to these 
young children as part of their school-
day activities.  

“The arts help us tap into our 
humanity,” said Tejero. “I think it’s 
our responsibility as members of the 
community and artists to give back. This 
is a way that we can contribute.” ○

For more information about show 
dates and times, or how to contribute 
to “Symphonic Tales,” contact 
Dr. Nikolasa Tejero at (423) 425-4630 
or nikolasa-tejero@utc.edu.

DR. JOSEPH 
JORDAN WINS 
UTAA OUSTANDING 
TEACHER AWARD

DR. NIKOLASA 
TEJERO’S 
SYMPHONIC TALES

Dr. Joseph Jordan

Dr. Nikolasa Tejero
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[ I N  T H E  S P O T L I G H T ]

WHO SHOULD 
RECEIVE A 

LIBERAL
EDUCATION?

EVERYONE. Although 
professionally-oriented degree 

programs certainly have an 
important place in American higher 
education, we believe that focusing 

on traditional liberal arts and 
sciences courses prepares students 

especially well for sustainable 
careers in the rapidly changing 

knowledge economy.1

The average number of jobs a 
46-year-old person has had is 11.3.

2 UTC College of Arts and Sciences is 
the largest college on campus.

There are over

17,000
living CAS alumni.

90% of all general education classes at UTC are 
taught from the College of Arts & Sciences.

= 500 alumni
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2 “Number of Jobs Held, Labor Market Activity, and Earnings Growth among the Youngest Baby Boomers: 
   Results from a Longitudinal Survey,” Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2012

1 “CCAS Statement on Liberal Education,” Council of Colleges of Arts & Sciences, 2009

23College of Arts and Sciences



[ I N  T H E  S P O T L I G H T ]

The Handbook of Good 
English by Edward D. Johnson 
sits on a desk in Tina Curtis’s 
’89 office alongside The 

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 
125th anniversary photo compilation 
hardback and more UTC textbooks. 

“I actually got these while I was 
a student at UTC,” said Curtis, 
referencing the Handbook and other 
textbooks she has displayed. “I still use 
them more often that I should probably 
admit,” she laughed.

Curtis is a client advisor with 
SunTrust bank, where she has worked 
for 15 years. A proud alumna of UTC 
and first-generation college graduate, 
Curtis paid her own way through school 
and received her degree in English with 
intentions of going to law school. She 
did not expect to work in the banking 
industry for the past 27 years.

“Being an English major, finance 
was the last thing I ever pictured myself 

doing,” she said. “I started in business in 
school, but my love for reading attracted 
me to literature classes. Before I knew 
it, I had more English credits than 
business credits, so I decided to change 
my major.” 

After graduation, Curtis moved to 
Alabama to attend law school. While 
waiting to take the LSAT, she was 
hired at a local bank as the president’s 
assistant. There, her life’s career began. 

“[The president of the bank] was the 
most wonderful mentor to me. Banking 
is an industry that teaches its own, and 
he wanted to teach me to become a 
banker. I think he could see in me that 
I wanted to do something more with my 
life,” she said.

Though English and finance may 
seem like an unconventional pair to say 
the least, Curtis credits the work she did 
for her degree to her success. 

“Receiving an English degree teaches 
you life skills that you may not receive 

with other degrees,” she said. “My 
studies taught me how to think critically, 
communicate effectively, and most 
importantly, listen to people. There’s 
a mantra I’ve picked up—seek first to 
understand before being understood. 
Listening to my professors, dissecting 
books to find the deeper meaning— 
those things taught me how to do that, 
and I use those skills on a daily basis to 
effectively help my clients. That degree 
in English has gotten me much farther 
along than I thought it would.”

Curtis continues to visit campus, 
attending athletic events and performing 
arts functions often. She is an active 
member in the Mocs Club.

“I love UTC! [The university] has 
a way of wrapping its arms around its 
alumni,” she said. “I learned how to 
be passionate about what I do from my 
professors at UTC. I don’t think I would 
be as good at what I do had I not come 
through this path.” ○

TINA CURTIS

Tina Curtis, right, with her daughter Sarah Clay.
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DEMARCUS BOYCE

Young alumnus DeMarcus 
Boyce ’16 is already 
making a difference in the 
Chattanooga community 

by helping one Little Brother and one 
Little Sister at a time. 

Boyce received his bachelor of science 
degree in sociology from UTC and, 
immediately after graduation, started 
working with Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Chattanooga (BBBS), a non-profit 
mentoring organization that matches 
adult volunteers (Bigs) and children ages 
6 through 18 (Littles) to help the child 
succeed in life.

Boyce has had many years of 
experience helping to take care of 
children. As the eldest brother in his own 
family, he strives to be a good example 
to his younger siblings, advising them in 
their endeavors. While at UTC, Boyce 
worked as a camp counselor for the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Chattanooga, 
was a house manager at Orange Grove 

Center, and volunteered to be a Big  
Brother himself. After that, starting his 
career path as a community-based case 
manager for Big Brother Big Sister was 
a natural fit.

At BBBS, Boyce is responsible for 
interviewing potential Littles and Bigs 
to appropriately match them based 
on personalities and backgrounds to 
help create the best mentor/mentee 
relationships possible. He then follows 
up on these matches to ensure the 
relationships remain healthy and strong.

Boyce credits his ability to effectively 
make these connections to his sociology 
degree. “Studying sociology means 
learning how to conduct research, how 
to do surveys, interviews, and what that 
means—what information are you trying 
to get and why,” he said. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters uses 
empirical data, or information acquired 
by observation, to develop its programs 
and create best practices. Boyce’s skills  

collecting and interpretating data make 
him an integral part of BBBS’s function.

Boyce built strong connections while 
he was studying at UTC and continues 
to maintain them. He advises other 
college students to engage like he did in 
their school—be involved, get to know 
people, build relationships.

“No matter what you’re majoring in, 
really dig into your department and get to 
know your professors and administrators 
in your department and on the campus 
in more than just a student/faculty 
type of way. These are your potential 
colleagues and peers,” he said.

Boyce remains grateful for his 
time at UTC. “I’m forever a Moc,” he 
laughed. “UTC has allowed me to really 
develop and I appreciate everything—all 
the experiences and lessons that I’ve 
gotten from being able to spend time on 
campus.” ○

]“I’m forever 
a Moc.”

—DeMarcus Boyce ’16

DeMarcus Boyce, left, and his Little Brother
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[ L O O K I N G  A H E A D ]

P
hanorack “James” 
Daniel Chapman was 
a third-year student at 
UTC in 2015 when he 

was diagnosed with a malignant 
peripheral nerve sheath 
tumor—a rare kind of tumor 
that most often strikes young 
people in their early 20’s.

James endured a year of 
painful treatments including 
surgery, chemotherapy and 
radiation, before passing away 
on January 14, 2016.  Until the 
day he passed, he demonstrated 
the qualities that made him 
so special and beloved by 
those who knew him: bravery, 
fortitude, kindness, and a sense 
of humor.

James was a brilliant and 
passionate young man who lived 
a lifetime in his short 23 years, 

growing up in Thailand, Laos, 
Malaysia, and the Philippines.  
He had many interests, but 
more than anything, he loved 
books and film.  He also loved 
his life as a student at UTC and 
aspired to apply his major in 
English to become a teacher of 
English literature.

In the summer of 2016, the 
Chapman family endowed a new 
scholarship at UTC in memory 
of James.  The Phanorack James 
Daniel Chapman Endowed 
English Scholarship is available 
to UTC students who share 
James’ love for literature, are 
majoring in English, and wish 
to become teachers.  

To make a contribution to 
the scholarship, contact Paul 
Clark at 423-425-4042 or 
paul-clark@utc.edu.

REMEMBERING JAMES

The Senator Tommy Burks Victim Assistance Academy
The Academy is conducted by the Tennessee Coalition to End Domestic 
and Sexual Violence in partnership with the UTC Criminal Justice Program. 
The purpose of this Academy is to provide basic level training to victim 
advocates. The 40 hour curriculum will encompass a variety of subjects 
including: Victims’ Compensation, Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, 
Child Victimization, Impact of Trauma, Bystander Programming, Primary 
Prevention, Ethics, Collaboration, and Cultural Competency. For more 
information, visit utc.edu/criminal-justice/partners/victim-academy.php.

Jun 
5th - 9th | 9a-5p

David W. Carrithers Lecture Series presents “In Praise 
of Forgotten Virtue—Moderation in the 21st Century”
UTC’s Department of Political Science and Public Service invites you to 
the second lecture in the David W. Carrithers Lecture Series, “In Praise of a 
Forgotten Virtue: Moderation in the 21st Century” presented by Dr. Aurelian 
Craiutu. The lecture will discuss the virtue of moderation, a contested 
concept reflecting the ambiguity of moral and political vocabulary, what 
moderation means, and how moderation fits into politics. The discussion 
will be held in Derthick Lecture Hall and is free and open to the public.

Oct 
19th | 7:30 p
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GOOD 
READS

Check out these recently published works by UTC’s College of Arts and Sciences faculty!

MOT: A Memoir
Dr. Sarah Einstein

Assistant Professor of 
English

The Heart’s Many Doors
Dr. Richard Jackson
UT National Alumni 

Association Distinguished 
Service Professor of English

Immigration Essays
Sybil Baker

UC Foundation Associate 
Professor of English

Jonathan Edwards and 
Transatlantic Print Culture

Dr. Jonathan Yeager
UC Foundation Associate 

Professor of Religion

News Framing of School 
Shootings

Dr. Michael McCluskey
Associate Professor of 

Communication

Tangible Belonging: 
Negotiating Germanness in 
Twentieth-Century Hungary

Dr. John Swanson
History Department Head

Ugly Love
Earl Braggs

Herman H. Battle Professor 
of African American Studies

Working on the Dock 
of the Bay

Dr. Michael Thompson
UC Foundation Associate 

Professor of History
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UTC Theatre Co. in the Department 
of Performing Arts performed 
Oklahoma! for their spring musical 
production. The Theatre Co. 
collaborated with the esteemed 
Chattanooga Ballet for the 
acclaimed ballet dream sequence. 

Pictured from left to right, 
Chattanooga Ballet’s Caroline Blair 
as ballet dream sequence Laurey, 
Chattanooga Ballet’s Dillon Davis as 
ballet dream sequence Curly, and 
UTC students Rachel Shannon as 
Laurey and Mark Elich as Curly.


